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A certificate of liability insurance (COI) is a document that provides proof of insurance coverage for an 

individual or business. It is typically issued by an insurance company, broker, or agent and includes 

important information about the insurance policy, including the types and amounts of coverage, the 

policy limits, and the effective dates of the policy. 

The purpose of a COI is to provide evidence that an individual or business has insurance coverage in 

place to protect against liability claims arising from their actions or operations. For example, if a 

business owner is sued by a customer who was injured on their property, the COI would demonstrate 

that the business has liability insurance coverage that may be used to cover any damages awarded in 

the lawsuit. 

A typical COI includes several key pieces of information, including: 

Name of the insured: This is the name of the individual or business that is covered by the insurance 

policy. 

Insurance company and policy number: This section includes the name of the insurance company 

providing the coverage and the policy number associated with the policy. 

Types and limits of coverage: This section provides details about the types of coverage included in the 

policy, such as general liability, workers' compensation, or professional liability. It also includes the 

policy limits, which are the maximum amount the insurance company will pay out for a claim. 

Effective and expiration dates: This section provides information about the dates when the policy goes 

into effect and when it expires. 

Additional insured: This section may include information about any other parties that are covered under 

the policy, such as subcontractors or vendors. 

COIs are often requested by third parties, such as vendors, customers, or landlords, to ensure that an 

individual or business has adequate insurance coverage in place. They are also commonly used by 

contractors and subcontractors to demonstrate to project owners or general contractors that they have 

the necessary insurance coverage to work on a construction project. 

It's important to note that a COI is not a legally binding document and does not modify or change the 

terms of the insurance policy. Instead, it simply provides evidence that insurance coverage is in place. If 

there are any discrepancies or questions about the coverage provided by a policy, it's important to 

review the actual policy document rather than relying solely on the COI. 

In addition to the information listed above, a COI may also include other details such as the insurance 

company's contact information, the name and contact information of the insurance agent or broker who 

issued the policy, and any special conditions or endorsements that apply to the policy. 



For example, a COI for a business may include endorsements for cyber liability coverage or 

environmental liability coverage, which provide additional protection for the business in case of a data 

breach or environmental incident. 

When requesting a COI from another party, it's important to review the document carefully to ensure 

that it meets your specific requirements. For example, if you are a landlord renting out a commercial 

space, you may require that the COI include a waiver of subrogation, which means that the insurance 

company waives its right to seek compensation from you in the event of a covered loss. 

It's also important to note that a COI is only valid at the time it is issued and does not provide ongoing 

proof of insurance coverage. For this reason, many parties require that a new COI be provided 

periodically throughout the term of the contract or project to ensure that insurance coverage remains in 

place. 

A COI is an important document that provides proof of insurance coverage and helps protect individuals 

and businesses from liability claims. If you have questions about your insurance coverage or need to 

request a COI from another party, it's important to consult with a licensed insurance professional who 

can provide guidance and assistance. 

In addition to the information provided above, there are a few other important aspects of a certificate 

of liability insurance that are worth noting: 

Additional insured: A COI may include information about any additional parties that are covered under 

the policy. This can be important if you are working with subcontractors or other vendors who may 

require insurance coverage. Adding them as an additional insured under your policy can help ensure 

that they are protected in case of a liability claim. 

Proof of insurance: A COI serves as proof of insurance coverage and may be required by third parties 

such as clients, landlords, or lenders. In some cases, a COI may be required before a contract can be 

signed or work can begin on a project. 

Limits and deductibles: A COI will typically include information about the limits and deductibles 

associated with the policy. The limits refer to the maximum amount that the insurance company will pay 

out for a claim, while the deductible is the amount that the insured must pay out of pocket before 

insurance coverage kicks in. 

Endorsements: A COI may include information about any endorsements or riders that have been added 

to the policy. Endorsements can modify or expand the coverage provided by the policy, so it's important 

to review them carefully. 

A COI is an important document that provides proof of insurance coverage and helps ensure that 

individuals and businesses are protected from liability claims. If you are in need of a COI or have 

questions about your insurance coverage, it's important to work with a licensed insurance professional 

who can provide guidance and assistance. 



Another important aspect of a certificate of liability insurance is that it provides a summary of the types 

of coverage included in the policy. Depending on the type of business and the specific risks involved, a 

policy may include a range of different coverages, such as: 

General liability: This coverage provides protection against claims of bodily injury or property damage 

caused by your business operations. For example, if a customer slips and falls in your store, general 

liability insurance can help cover their medical expenses and any legal fees associated with a lawsuit. 

Professional liability: This coverage, also known as errors and omissions insurance, provides protection 

against claims of negligence or mistakes in your professional services. This type of coverage is especially 

important for businesses that provide advice or services to clients, such as lawyers, doctors, or 

consultants. 

Workers' compensation: This coverage provides protection for employees who are injured or become ill 

as a result of their job. Workers' comp insurance can help cover medical expenses, lost wages, and other 

costs associated with a work-related injury or illness. 

Commercial auto: If your business uses vehicles for work purposes, commercial auto insurance can help 

protect you in case of an accident. This coverage can help cover the cost of damage to your vehicle and 

any other vehicles involved, as well as any injuries sustained in the accident. 

Property: This coverage provides protection for your business property, such as your building, 

equipment, and inventory. Property insurance can help cover the cost of repairs or replacements if your 

property is damaged or destroyed by a covered event, such as a fire or a natural disaster. 

It's important to note that the specific types and amounts of coverage included in a policy will vary 

depending on the individual business and its unique risks. Working with a licensed insurance 

professional can help ensure that you have the right types and amounts of coverage to protect your 

business. 


