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Bad Blood is a Canadian crime drama television series that first premiered on September 21, 2017. The 

show is inspired by the real-life story of the Rizzuto crime family, which was a powerful criminal 

organization in Montreal, Canada. 

The series follows the story of Vito Rizzuto (Anthony LaPaglia), the head of the Rizzuto crime family. 

After serving time in a U.S. prison for drug trafficking, Vito returns to Montreal and attempts to regain 

control of his organization, which has been weakened by infighting and internal struggles. 

As Vito tries to re-establish his power, he faces opposition from various rival factions, including the 

Cotroni crime family, the Calabrian 'Ndrangheta, and a group of bikers known as the West End Gang. 

Throughout the series, viewers are introduced to various characters who are either allies or enemies of 

Vito. These include his son Nico (Brett Donahue), his right-hand man Declan Gardiner (Kim Coates), and 

his longtime rival, the aging boss of the Cotroni family, Giuseppe "Joe" Bonanno (Paul Sorvino). 

The show also delves into the personal lives of these characters, exploring their relationships with their 

families, their struggles with addiction, and their moral dilemmas as they navigate the dangerous world 

of organized crime. 

Bad Blood is known for its gritty, realistic portrayal of the Montreal underworld, and for its strong 

performances from its cast. The show ran for two seasons, with the final episode airing on November 

29, 2018. 

The first season of Bad Blood focuses on Vito Rizzuto's attempts to rebuild his criminal empire after 

being released from prison. He forms alliances with various crime bosses and uses his intelligence and 

strategic thinking to take down his enemies. Meanwhile, his son Nico struggles with addiction and his 

loyalty to his father is tested when he falls for the daughter of a rival gang member. 

In season two, the show shifts its focus to Declan Gardiner, Vito's loyal right-hand man who becomes 

the de facto leader of the Rizzuto family after Vito's death. Declan must navigate a power struggle 

within the organization while dealing with threats from outside forces, including a corrupt police officer 

and a dangerous new player in the Montreal underworld. 

Throughout the series, the show explores themes such as loyalty, betrayal, and the consequences of a 

life of crime. It also sheds light on the complexities of organized crime and the challenges faced by law 

enforcement in trying to take down powerful criminal organizations. 

Bad Blood received positive reviews for its strong performances, realistic portrayal of the criminal 

underworld, and compelling storytelling. The show was created by Simon Barry and produced by Sphère 

Média Plus in association with New Metric Media. It was adapted from the book Business or Blood: 

Mafia Boss Vito Rizzuto's Last War by Antonio Nicaso and Peter Edwards. 



The series is set against the backdrop of Montreal, which serves as a character in its own right. The show 

captures the city's unique culture, language, and politics, as well as its history of organized crime. The 

use of real locations, such as the iconic Ritz-Carlton hotel, adds to the show's authenticity and 

atmosphere. 

The cast of Bad Blood includes several notable Canadian actors, including Kim Coates, who is known for 

his role as Tig Trager in the television series Sons of Anarchy, and Paul Sorvino, who is best known for his 

role in the classic gangster film Goodfellas. The series also features a strong supporting cast, including 

Maxim Roy, Enrico Colantoni, and Michelle Mylett. 

In addition to its two seasons, Bad Blood also spawned a spin-off series called Bad Blood: The Vito 

Rizzuto Story, which premiered on Citytv in 2021. The spin-off delves deeper into the life of Vito Rizzuto 

and his rise to power within the Montreal underworld. 

Overall, Bad Blood is a gripping and engaging crime drama that offers a unique look at the world of 

organized crime. Its strong performances, authentic portrayal of Montreal, and compelling storytelling 

make it a must-watch for fans of the genre. 

The series has been praised for its attention to detail in depicting the inner workings of the criminal 

underworld. The show's creators consulted with experts on organized crime and law enforcement to 

ensure that the storylines and characters were authentic and realistic. This attention to detail extends to 

the costumes and set design, which accurately capture the fashion and decor of the time period. 

Bad Blood is also notable for its use of music to enhance the mood and atmosphere of the show. The 

series features a mix of contemporary and classic songs, ranging from rock to hip-hop to opera. The 

music helps to set the tone for each scene and adds to the overall cinematic quality of the show. 

The show's portrayal of the Rizzuto crime family has generated controversy in Canada, with some critics 

accusing the series of glorifying organized crime. However, the show's creators have defended the 

series, arguing that it offers a nuanced and complex portrayal of the criminal underworld, and that it 

does not romanticize or glorify the actions of the characters. 

Bad Blood has been praised for its strong performances, particularly from Anthony LaPaglia, who 

delivers a compelling portrayal of Vito Rizzuto. The show has also been recognized with several awards 

and nominations, including nominations for Best Dramatic Series at the Canadian Screen Awards. 

Overall, Bad Blood is a well-crafted crime drama that offers a unique and authentic look at the world of 

organized crime. Its attention to detail, strong performances, and compelling storytelling make it a 

standout series that is worth checking out. 

The show's first season is based on real events that took place in Montreal's criminal underworld in the 

early 2000s. Vito Rizzuto was a notorious mobster who controlled a large part of the city's drug trade 

and was known for his ruthless tactics. He was arrested by U.S. authorities in 2004 and extradited to the 

United States, where he served a prison sentence for his involvement in the murders of three Bonanno 

crime family members in New York City. 



The second season of Bad Blood takes some creative liberties with the story, as it follows the fictional 

character of Declan Gardiner as he takes over the Rizzuto crime family. However, the show still draws 

heavily from real events, and many of the characters and situations depicted in the series are based on 

actual people and events. 

In addition to its compelling storytelling and strong performances, Bad Blood is also notable for its use of 

multiple languages. The show features dialogue in English, French, and Italian, reflecting the multilingual 

nature of Montreal's cultural and criminal landscape. 

The series was shot on location in Montreal, which helped to give the show an authentic feel. The city's 

unique architecture and landmarks, such as the Olympic Stadium and the Jacques Cartier Bridge, are 

prominently featured in the series. 

Overall, Bad Blood is a well-crafted crime drama that offers an engaging and authentic portrayal of 

Montreal's criminal underworld. Its use of multiple languages, attention to detail, and strong 

performances make it a standout series that is worth checking out. 

 


